2Q2                       INDIES   ADVENTURE

The Samorin of Calicut was terribly upset. He declared
that he would not have signed a treaty with anybody but
Afonso de Albuquerque, nor would he have given leave to
build a fort if he had kn,own that Afonso de Albuquerque
was not to remain in India. He withdrew to Ids palace in
the hills, that he might not find himself obliged to visit or
otherwise communicate with any Governor who was not
Albuquerque!

Lopo Soares was furious. He had never loved Albu-
querque, but now his cup of hatred overflowcxl. At any rate
there would be satisfaction when his rival returned from
Ormuz to find him in possession!

It looked as if his rival would deprive him of that simple
pleasure by dying in the Persian Gulf. Though the season
advanced, Ormuz remained an oven, and there were fresh
cases of sickness every day. Albuquerque, whose death was
expected at any moment, confessed himself and received the
last sacraments. He was apprehensive of the disorders
which might arise among his firebrands when bereft of their
commander. D. Garcia, as officially recognized Hoeoiul-iii-
command, might have assumed control, but I). Garcia luul
sailed for India at the end of August. Albuquerque sum-
moned the captains and fidalgos to his side. While ho still
could speak, he said to them, he begged them to promise to
obey after his death any person or persons whom he should
appoint to take his place. " If you fail to do so/* he added,
"you can see for yourselves what harm will come of it
and the account that you will have to give before God and
the King." Deeply moved, all promised to do whatever
Albuquerque thought best, and each man's oath was regis-
tered in writing. September 26 is the date given by the
chroniclers for this occasion.

But Albuquerque did not die then, He even worked
spasmodically all through October, Documents signed at
Ormuz bear witness to the struggle. One, dated on the first
day of the month, authorizes Pero d'Alpoem to make out
certain orders in the Governor's name " because I am at